INDIVIDUALISM VS COLLECTIVISM  
What does it all mean? 
Role of the individual 
 No person, group or nation is purely one ideology or another.  Instead, one looks at the degree to which the ideology sees the role of the government in the lives of individuals in order to determine how to label the ideology 
 Individualist – self-reliance, freedom from authority 
 Example: private business (succeed or fail) 
 Collectivist – interdependence, importance of the group over the individual 
 Example: universal health care (all pay the same regardless of use) 
Early Collectivism 
 Cave Man: collective – could only survive by working with the group; identity based on group membership 
 Early Christians – had all things in common 
 Aboriginal societies – Potlatch on the West Coast 
 Medieval Times – (later Middle Ages) people identified with their group (clergy, peasant, craftsman) rather than their individual identity; authority came from God = little room for individualism in political matters 
Evolution of individualism in Western society 
 Renaissance – greater interest in the individual (revival of Greek and Roman attitudes); humanistic art (taking credit for works) 
 Protestant Reformation – individual challenges to the Catholic Church (religion became more personal) 

The Enlightenment – philosophers questioned the status quo – believed that systems should be based on natural laws. 

Individualism – government control is seen as interfering and counter-productive
 Rule of law – everyone is subject to the law, including the government – each individual is the same 
 Individual Rights – key to liberalism is for each individual to have the right to vote, freedom of conscience, association… 
 Balance of individual rights – freedom of speech 
 Private Property – real estate, physical property and intellectual property: respecting the individual 
 Self-interest/economic freedom/competition: laissez-faire and invisible hand 
Collectivism – government is seen as a positive force that can help by controlling society; by working together we can achieve a common goal.
 Economic equality – may not mean same amount of money, but access to goods and services 
 Progressive taxation 
 Public property (owned by the state) – in the interest of the collective society 
 Collective interest – unions  
 Collective responsibility/cooperation – holding the whole group responsible for the actions of individuals within the group (connections) 
 Collective norms – often voluntary, but the ideological pressure encourages people to follow 
 In a modern liberal society, individualism and collectivism are often at odds with each other. A modern liberal seeks to have those freedoms that will promote success, but also recognizes the need for humans to support each other.  The thought is if someone is suffering in poverty, they cannot compete and gain private property, which is an essence of individualism
Where do you fit in? 
 http://www.politicalcompass.org/test 
 http://www.politicswatch.com/VoteSelectorQuiz2006.html 
 http://www.theadvocates.org/quizp/index.html 
